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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of the claims in the above- 

captioned patent application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A connector adapted to be mounted to a board, the 
connector comprising: 

an insulating housing disposed on one surface of the board; 

a conductive contact held by the housing, the contact having a contacting portion 
protruding from the housing towards a side opposite to the board; and 

a conductive ground held by the housing and surrounding the contacting portion, the 
ground having a plurality of terminal portions protruding from the housing towards into the 
board and arranged in a staggered pattern : wherein the ground comprises a plurality of 
ground plates combined with one another in a lattice fashion, the terminal portions being 
formed on the ground plates . 
Claim 2. (Canceled). 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The connector according to claim 1, wherein the board 
has a plurality of through holes, the terminal portions having press-fit portions press fitted 
into the through holes, respectively. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) A connector mounted on a board having a number of 
through holes, the connector comprising: 

an insulating first housing disposed on one surface of the board; 

an insulating second housing disposed on the other surface of the board opposite to 
the one surface; 

a conductive contact inserted through each of the through holes, respectively, and held 
by the first and the second housings, the contact having first and second contacting portions 
which are formed at opposite ends of the contact and protrude from the first and the second 
housings, respectively; 
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a conductive first ground held by the first housing and surrounding the first contacting 
portion; and 

a conductive second ground held by the second housing and surrounding the second 
contacting portion, the first ground having a plurality of terminal portions protruding from the 
first housing towards the board and arranged in a first staggered pattern, the second ground 
having a plurality of terminal portions protruding from the second housing towards the board 
and arranged in a second staggered pattern, the terminal portions being inserted into the 
through holes, respectively. 

Claim 5. (Original) The connector according to claim 4, wherein each of the first 
and the second grounds has a plurality of ground plates combined with one another in a 
lattice fashion, the terminal portions being formed on the ground plates. 

Claim 6. (Original) The connector according to claim 4, wherein the terminal 
portions have press-fit portions press-fitted into the through holes, respectively. 
Claim 7. (Original) The connector according to claim 4, wherein the first ground 
has a spring portion contacted with the second ground. 

Claim 8. (Original) The connector according to claim 7, wherein the second ground 
has a spring portion contacted with the first ground. 

Claim 9. (Currently Amended) The connector according to claim 4, wherein the first 
ground has a plurality of escaping portions recesses faced to the terminal portions of the 
second ground, respectively. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) The connector according to claim 9, wherein the second 
ground has a plurality of escaping portions recesses faced to the terminal portions of the first 
ground, respectively. 
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Claim 11. (Original) The connector according to claim 4, wherein the through holes 
are arranged in a matrix pattern, the first and the second staggered patterns are symmetrical 
with each other. 

Claim 12. (Original) A ground structure of a connector to be mounted to a board, the 
connector having a first half portion mounted on a first surface of the board and a second half 
portion mounted on a second surface of the board opposite to the first surface, the first half 
portion being adapted to be engaged with and disengaged from a first mating connector, the 
second half portion being adapted to be engaged with and disengaged from a second mating 
connector, 

each of the first and the second half portions comprising: 
a housing; 

a plurality of vertical ground plates held by the housing; and 

a plurality of horizontal ground plates held by the housing and intersecting with the 
vertical ground plates in a lattice fashion, 

the vertical and the horizontal ground plates having a plurality of terminal portions 
press-fitted into a plurality of through holes formed on the boards to be arranged in a 
staggered pattern, 

the first and the second half portions being provided with a plurality of signal contacts 
inserted through a plurality of through holes formed on the board, 

at least a part of the signal contacts being surrounded by the ground plates. 
Claim 13. (Original) The ground structure according to claim 12, wherein a plurality 
of spring portions are formed at front ends of the terminal portions of the ground plates in the 
first and the second half portions or formed on plate portions of the ground plates, the spring 
portions of one of the first and the second half portions being brought into contact with the 
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ground plates or the front ends of the terminal portions in the other of the first and the second 
half portions. 

Claim 14. (Original) The ground structure according to claim 12, wherein the ground 
plates in the first and the second half portions are provided with a plurality of recesses so that 
front ends of the terminal portions of one of the first and the second half portions enter into 
the recesses of the other of the first and the second half portions. 
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Request for Reconsideration : 

Applicant is amending claim 1 to include the limitations of claim 2. Applicant 
also is amending claims 1, 4, 9, and 10 to remove certain alleged informalities. Office 
Action, Page 2, Lines 1-4. 1 Applicant is cancelling claim 2, without prejudice. No new 
matter is added by these amendments and these amendments are fully supported by the 
specification. As a result of these amendments, claims 1 and 3-14 are pending in this 
application. No fees are believed du as a result of these amendments Nevertheless, in the 
event of any variance between the fees determined by Applicant and those determined by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, please charge or credit that variance to the undersigned's 
Deposit Account No. 02-0375. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner enter these 
amendments and reconsider this application in view of the foregoing amendments and the 
following remarks. 



1 Please note that the Office Action does not object to the use of the term "escaping 
portions" in claim 10. 
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